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DSI-NRF Postgraduate funding is intended to support 
honours, master’s and doctoral candidates to pursue 
full-time studies at South African public universities, 

in all areas of Science, Engineering, Technology, Social 
Sciences and Humanities, including Indigenous 

Knowledge Systems, focusing on research aligned 
with one of the National Priority Research Areas. 

Overall percentage of supported students: 
80% from SET, 20% from SSH
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NRF Connect application process 



Funding Instruments

NRF-SASAC, NRF-TWAS, NRF-NUFFIC, etc

INSTRUMENT FIELDS/FOCUS MASTERS DOCTORAL

General NRF Scholarship ALL SET & SSH X X

NRF-SASOL Chemistry & related disciplines-
focus on green economy

X X

NRF-SARAO South African Radio Astronomy 
Observatory (SARAO) is a National 
Facility managed by the National 
Research Foundation (NRF) and 
incorporates all national radio 
astronomy telescopes and 
programmes. 

X X

DAAD German exchange X X

Grantholder-linked 
associated applicants

Scholarship linked to NRF-funded 
research 

X X

Funding Instruments



Eligibility Criteria



Eligibility Criteria

• Full-time studies only
• Minimum average of 65% for all subjects at honours 

level or equivalent qualification
• 30 years of age or younger
• Maximum period of support: Two years

• Full-time studies only
• Minimum average of 65% at Master’s level
• 32 years of age or younger
• Maximum period of support: Three years



Eligibility Criteria



Funding Modalities



Funding Modalities



Application rocess

Call documents are available on the NRF Websites

Application forms are accessible online at https://nrfconnect.nrf.ac.za. 

Applicants may only submit ONE application. 

First identify university where you’ll register and adhere to internal closing 
dates 

Once an applicant submits an application, the application will automatically 
be routed to the institution where the applicant is applying to study 

Processing of Applications



The applications will be screened for eligibility, and 
reviewed and scored by the institutions, and only 
eligible applications will be submitted to the NRF. 

All applications are processed by an NRF 
Designated Authority (DA) who is based at the 
University Research/Postgraduate office. 

Processing of Applications



Processing of Applications



HO HOW TO APPLY W TO APPLY
How to apply
https://nrfconnect.nrf.ac.za

https://nrfconnect.nrf.ac.za/


NWU Internal closing dates for Masters and 
Doctoral applications is 30th June 2023



Read call documents!! Read instructions!! Read emails!! 
Read!! Read!! Read!!

Stick to Internal closing dates!

Attach certified copies

Double check information in your application



Thank you

For Masters-related queries:
Ms Yolanda Nxumalo 

For PhD-related queries:
Ms Boitumelo Mdluli 
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