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Research Support Programmes

The general strategy statement of the 
department is to:

• Create an enabling  environment for quality 
research

• Excel in providing support to develop 
research capacity

• Streamline and standardise research 
support processes to improve the quality of 

research
• Support towards enhancing excellence and 

visibility of researchers and research 
programmes
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Meet the Team

Ms. Feziwe Mseleni
x 10 3446

• Coordination of Research Ethics 
Committees SOPs and TOR

• Research Support POPIA Champion
• Management of the RDGC 

applications process

Research Ethics 
Coordinator

Mr. Kamogelo Sereo
x 85 3416

• Maintain central database for 
research approvals

• Organize research ethics and integrity 
workshops/trainings

• Maintain research ethics and 
integrity webpage

Research Support 
Assistant

Mrs. Amanda Koto
x 99 4531

• Monitoring and reporting of the REC 
activities

• Monitoring and reporting of Research 
ethics & integrity training/workshop 

activities
• Coordinate the development of the 

Online Research Ethics Support 
System.

Senior Research 
Support Assistant



NWU Annual Performance Plan Goals 2023

ENHANCE CAPACITY IN RESEARCH ETHICS 
AND INTEGRITY

01
02

03

APP Goal: 
2.1

APP Goal: 
2.2

APP Goal: 2.3

MANAGEMENT OF RESEARCH ETHICS 
APPROVALS

OPTIMIZATION OF THE NWU ONLINE 
RESEARCH ETHICS SUPPORT SYSTEM

Improve research productivity through 
research excellence and global leadership

Implementation of the higher degrees 
improvement plan to ensure a better 

throughput rate of master and doctoral 
students

Create and maintain a conducive, 
sustainable and supportive environment 

to advance research excellence.

01

03

02

APP 
Goal: 
2.1

APP Goal: 
2.3

APP Goal: 
2.2



Key Focus Areas

Ethics Clearance All research conducted at NWU 
needs ethics clearance 

  

      
     

 

 

 

 

    
  

 

    
  

    
  

 

    
  

 

    
  

 

    
  

    
  

 

  

  

  

  

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

   

Research Gate 
Keeping

Access to data (held by the 
NWU) for research purposes 

  

      
     

 

 

 

 

    
  

 

    
  

    
  

 

    
  

 

    
  

 

    
  

    
  

 

  

  

  

  

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

   

Workshops/Trainings Research Ethics and Integrity 
Trainings 2023 

  

      
     

 

 

 

 

    
  

 

    
  

    
  

 

    
  

 

    
  

 

    
  

    
  

 

  

  

  

  

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

   

Online Support 
System Currently under development 



Ethics Application and Approval Process

Proposal review

Risk level assessment

Referral to relevant REC

Active & passive 
monitoring
Changes to research 
after approval granted

Proof of completion of 
study 

REC application form

Scientific proposal

Checklist

Preparation Scientific review Faculty REC RGDC Monitoring report & 
Amendments

Scientific validity and 
integrity

potential risk level
potential vulnerable 
participants

context of the study

NWU-RDG application 
form

Approval Letter from 
approving REC

Supporting 
documentation

Develop Proposal 

Supporting material



Ethics Clearance Application Checklist

Signed by the reviewed  
committee chairperson

Edited by a registered 
language editor

Valid for three 
years

CAD approval for 
title registration

Proposal

Scientific Approval letter

Title registration

Ethics Training



WHO SHOULD SUBMIT APPLICATION

• The Principal Investigator (PI)/Supervisor is accountable for the conduct of the study, 
including adherence to research ethics requirements and therefore is the person whose 
suppose to submit the research proposal and supporting documents for review. 

• Documents to be signed by the PI/Supervisor and research team (researcher/student/research 
assistant) 

• Ethics Application form

• Ethics Informed Consent Form

• NWU Confidentiality undertaking form

• NWU code of conduct for Researchers

• Additional supporting documentation may be requested by the RECS  as outlined in their SOPs 

and ToR



Research Ethics Committee

AnimCareREC NHREC 
Registered

AnimProdREC
EMELTEN-REC

HREC

HSSREC

REC Code: A1
Chairperson: Prof  Petra Bester 
Administrator: Ms. Carolien van Zyl 
carolien.vanzyl@nwu.ac.za

REC Code: A2
Chairperson: Prof Erhabor Idemudia
Administrator: Ms. Paballo Molefe 
paballo.molefe@nwu.ac.zaREC Code: A5

Chairperson: Prof  Upenyu Marume 
Administrator: Ms. Molebatsi Katlego 
katlego.molebatsi@nwu.ac.za

REC Code: A7
Chairperson: Prof Erhabor Idemudia
Administrator: Ms. Paballo Molefe 
paballo.molefe@nwu.ac.za

REC Code: A5
Chairperson: Prof  CB (Tiaan) Brink 
Administrator: Ms. Christel van Eeden 
christel.vaneeden@nwu.ac.za

http://health-sciences.nwu.ac.za/healthethics/about-us
https://humanities.nwu.ac.za/nwu-emelten-rec/about-us
http://health-sciences.nwu.ac.za/healthethics/about-us
https://humanities.nwu.ac.za/human-social-sciences-research-ethics-committee-hssrec
mailto:carolien.vanzyl@nwu.ac.za
mailto:paballo.molefe@nwu.ac.za
mailto:katlego.molebatsi@nwu.ac.za
mailto:paballo.molefe@nwu.ac.za
mailto:christel.vaneeden@nwu.ac.za


NWU Faculty Research Committees

• The NWU has 13 Research Ethics Review Committees (RECs) that function under one regulatory body, 
the Senate Committee for Research Ethics (SCRE).

Chairperson: Prof MJ Mphahlele
Committee contact person: Ms Feziwe Mseleni

REC NAME CODE Chairperson ADMINISTRATOR EMAIL FACULTY

BaSSREC A7 Erhabor Idemudia Siphelele Ndima 27690105@nwu.ac.za Humanities

EduREC A2 Prof  CP van der Vyver Erna Greyling erna.greyling@nwu.ac.za Education

EMS-REC A4 Prof Mark Rathbone Trevor Mokotedi trevor.mokotedi@nwu.ac.za Economic & Management Science

Eng-REC A3 Prof  Pieter Van Vuuren Bettie Handford bettie.handford@nwu.ac.za Engineering

FNASREC A9 Prof  Roelof Burger Madelien Burgers 37630067@nwu.ac.za Natural & Agriculture Science

Law-REC A3 Prof Wian Erlank Rieete Venter rieette.venter@nwu.ac.za Law

ECLM-REC A7 Prof  Johanita Kirsten Megan Williams 31657044@nwu.ac.za Humanities

T-REC A7 Prof  RA Denton Tienie Buys tienie.buys@nwu.ac.za Theology

mailto:Feziwe.Mseleni@nwu.ac.za
mailto:27690105@nwu.ac.za
https://humanities.nwu.ac.za/basic-and-social-sciences-research-ethics-committee-bassrec
mailto:erna.greyling@nwu.ac.za
https://education.nwu.ac.za/research-and-innovation/research-ethics-committee-education
mailto:bettie.handford@nwu.ac.za
https://engineering.nwu.ac.za/engineering-research-ethics-committee/ethics-training
https://efundi.nwu.ac.za/portal/site/e3baf7ed-8fbe-4fec-8cdf-cd2ebd510bb6
mailto:rieette.venter@nwu.ac.za
mailto:31657044@nwu.ac.za
https://humanities.nwu.ac.za/humanities/ethics-committee-language-matters-eclm
mailto:tienie.buys@nwu.ac.za


Gatekeeper Permission to Conduct Research

Dates for RDGC meetings 2023

• All research conducted with NWU staff and students require NWU Gatekeeper approval from the 
RDGC Committee.

• You apply for this after you have been granted ethics approval.

• Agenda for these meetings closes seven days prior to the meeting.

Administrator: Ms. Feziwe 
Mseleni

feziwe.mseleni@nwu.ac.za30 June 14 July 
18 August 12 September 
13 October 7 November 
04 December

Documents to be included

• The NWU Gatekeeper Application Form.

• The ethics committee approval letter/certificate.

• The approved research proposal.

• The signed and approved informed consent statement/leaflet.

• Examples of the data collection instruments (e.g. questionnaire; interview guide; interview schedule).

mailto:feziwe.mseleni@nwu.ac.za


Thank you
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