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ACADEX FEATURE SPOTLIGHT
Build Connection & Engagement: Discussions for Social Presence

W NWU*

Move Beyond Content Delivery to Meaningful Interaction & Community

Discussions connect students and lecturers through shared ideas, fostering a sense of belonging,
engagement, motivation, and collaborative learning.

BENEFITS £ TRYIT 1) LEARN MORE

Builds a sense of community and Create an informal Discussion Forum, give it a

belonging Acadex Terminology Guide

“cool” title

Encourages active participation e Then create at least 2 Topics with “cool”

and learner engagement tiles too

Set the rules but encourage casual
language

e Discussions SOP

Promotes peer-to-peer learning
e Designing for Social
Presence Design Guide

and knowledge sharing

Develops professional and * Useemojis

critical thinking skills

Create a Professional Discussion Forum and

Creates opportunities for timely add a topic

feedback and reflection e Setouttherules and encourage

professional conduct, constructive
feedback and industry language

Prepare industry-ready

graduates
Use discussion prompts based on real-world

scenarios or case studies

Lecturer's presence matters; be visible to
guide the conversations

Award participation marks using a Discussion
Assessment Rubric

@ Community Building

Create an environment
where students feel
connected and supported
throughout the course.

& Meaningful Interaction

Encourage respectful
dialogue, collaboration, and
the exchange of ideas
between students and
lecturers.

{4 Diverse Perspectives &8 Active Engagement

Enable students to learn
from different experiences,
viewpoints, and contexts.

Move students from passive
content consumption to
active participation and
collaborative knowledge
construction.

KEY TAKEAWAY: Discussions build social presence, foster meaningful engagement, and create learning
communities that support student success.
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