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SIX campuses, one voice:
NWU FM leads the Africa
Day Simulcast

By Reabetswe Selebalo
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IMULCAST

ACROSS 6 CAMPUS'RADIO STATIONS

UNAMRADIO - NAMIBIA
UNC RADIO - KENYA
UMNESWA FM - ESWATINI
YURADIO-UGANDA-VICTORIA UNIVERSITY (UGANDA)
UB RADIO-BOTSWANA-UNIVERSITY OF BOTSWANA
NWUFM - SOUTH AFRICA

25 MAY 2026

13:30 -15:00HRS

The Africa Day Simulcast poster shared by NWU FM celebrates continental unity through radio collaboration, featuring six campus stations, broadcasting across Africa under the
theme “Assuring sustainable water availability and safe sanitation systems to achieve the goals of Agenda 2063.”

“How do you say, ‘greetings’
in your language?”, an ice
breaker uniting all countries
under one house. The North-
West University, Mahikeng
campus led the Africa Day
Simulcast on the 25th of May
2026, 13:30 - 15:00, cele-
brating a historic 90-minute
Africa Day 2026 collaborative
broadcast.

Celebrated every year on May
25 since 1963 to mark the
founding of the Organisation
of African Unity (OAU) that
is now widely recognised as
African Union (AU).

Africa Day is now celebrated
under the theme “Assuring
Sustainable Water Availabil-
ity and Safe Sanitation Sys-
tems to Achieve the Goals of
Agenda 2063” for the 2026
year.

“Our Africa, our story, our
legacy”, said Dr Joe Molete,
the NWU Deputy Vice-Chan-
cellor opening the dialogue
and welcoming all the broad-
casters from University of
Botswana (UB), University of
Namibia (UNAM),

University of Nairobi (UNC),
University of Eswatini (Eswa-

tini) and Victoria University
(VU).

Going beyond unity and
crossing countries to break
down the importance of the
youth taking charge of priding
themselves in being rooted in
African identity, reminding lis-
teners of Africa’s rich diversity.
With the conversation shifting
to the theme of 2026, water
still becomes one of the most
pressing issues linking Africa’s
future toits present realities.
Presenters from across
boarders reflected on their
experiences, with one saying -
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“There was a situation in high
school where we did not have
water for a week.

They had to fetch water for
us from outside the school.
We could not even eat lunch
on time, leading to people not
attending afternoon classes
as we had our lunch late
between 16:00 & 17:00 due to
that.”

She also highlighted how
there are still people, espe-
cially from the villages, who
still face this same problem
by having to walk very long
distances to get water. This

reminds us of just how far we
are from assuring sustainable
water availability to achieve
the goal.

“| asked my fellows, if they
could choose between going
a week without water or elec-
tricity in their houses, which
one would they choose and
the answer is always most of
them having water over elec-
tricity because water serves
so many diverse things.” said
Mr Smith from Uganda (Victo-
ria University).

Youth participation was noted
a key solution to the theme
of Africa Day; however, it was
then mentioned that funding
is needed to ensure that sus-
tainable water availability and
safe sanitation systems are
built.

UNESWA mentioned that
research and artificial intelli-
gence can also be the solution
to all of these, which means
putting in funding to ‘research
that won't be written and just
put up the shelves’ but will
then bring change to

predict climateshiftsand
droughts.

As the simulcast drew to a
close, the collective mes-
sage was clear, Africa’s future
depends on empowering
its youth with resources,
research, and platforms to
lead change.

The Africa Day Simulcast was
not only a celebration of unity
but also a reminder that col-
laboration across borders is
essential to achieving Agenda
2063. One final reflection
summed up the spirit of the
day.

“Africa Day is not just about
remembering our past, but
about building our future
together. If we can share our
stories, we can share our solu-
tions.”



Remembrance of students’

and community’s voice, activist
Thato Molosankwe

By Karabo Moalusi

Thato Molosankwe, Mahikeng’s well renowned community activist.

Photo: Thato Molosankwe/FaceBook
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Community activist Thato
“Senganga” Molosankwe’s
dignity and contribution to
society continued to shine
through when his family,
students and residents of
Mahikeng, Rustenburg and
surrounding areas gathered
in his honour and remem-
brance at Maseru Park,
Mahikeng, North-West on 27
May 2026.

Molosankwe was shot dead
at his home in Lomanyaneng,
Mahikeng.

Molosankwe was a man of
action and vocal on social
media platforms, such as
Facebook, where he became
a trusted voice for residents
who felt their voices were
not heard. He was known for
speaking out against crime,
corruption and other social
issues including community
development.

He was beyond an activist.
Community members say
Molosankwe was mostly the
first person to jump to attend
to issues of service delivery,
fundraisings or support for
families in need.

According to Thabang
Tikane, whois also acommu-
nity leader and family friend,
Molosankwe was selfless
and as aresult,impacting a lot
of lives for the work he would
put forward.

“Food, helping elderly
people, pushing fundraising
schemes for people in need.
His death has affected alot of
people, leaving a deep void in
their hearts.

Thisis a big loss to the people
of Bophuthatswana,” said
Tikane.

Students in Mahikeng also
remember Molosankwe for
how he used his social plat-
forms to speak on commu-
nity concerns and advocate
for the youth. Many people
saw him as a leader advocat-
ing for civic participation from
residents to challenge social
issues communities face.
North West Community
Safety and Transport Man-
agement MEC, Wessels Mor-
weng, says that Molosankwe
was direct. Whenever they
would do wrong, he would
reprimand them or commend
them for the wonderful work
they have done.

He says that Molosankwe
earned respect for address-
ing leaders directly, showing
his truthfulness.
Community members
remember him for his fear-
less commitment to stand-
ing up for people. According
to Azania Booyens, Molos-
ankwe never stepped back-
wards because he was not
scared.

As his legacy and memory
continue to be remembered,
many people from Mafikeng
and Rustenburg say that he
always succeeded in making
people feel belonging and
giving them hope. For stu-
dents he fought for, families
in need and other community
members, his memory and
efforts will continue to live on.

How student entrepreneursat
NWU Mahikeng are turning

side hustles mto busmesses

By Yasmin Leepo

For many students at the
Mahikeng Campus of North-
West University (NWU),
entrepreneurship is more
than just a means of making
additional cash for expenses.
Side gigs are becoming sus-
tainable companies as living
expenses grow and students
strive for greater financial
independence.

Student entrepreneurs are
demonstrating that it is feasi-
ble to juggle academics while
developing brands and pos-
sibilities for themselves, from
food enterprises and per-

fume sales to photographic
services.

Kopano Morubane busy working at Kwa
Matseke, the food business he co-owns.
Photo: kopano Morubane

Kopano Morubane, a BCom
Statistics student and
co-owner of kwa Matseke, a

food company that began as
amodest endeavour to pro-
vide students with access to
reasonably priced meals, is
one such entrepreneur.
Morubane clarified that he
joined the company after
first supporting the founder:
Amogelang Matseke, “| was
helping him with the business
at the beginning. We began
doing business together,
selling plates, once he recog-
nized my ability,” Morubane
stated.

Morubane claims that the
company was motivated by
students’ demand for reason-
ably priced dining options.

“l realized the possibility of
food insecurity among stu-
dents, but | still desired tiny
cash for living expenses.
Many students desired inex-
pensive lunches and spent
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more money at fast-food
restaurants.”, he said.

Even though the company
started out on campus, the
partners had to relocate their
operations off campus due to
university policies pertaining
to food sales. He said, “We
chose to operate off campus
so that we could operate
more freely.”

The action was successful.
Since then, the company has
grown, enabling the partners
to construct a small shop and
purchase bigger machinery
to boost output.

Liema Manesi, a fourth-year
Bachelor of Science student
in Electronics and Physics
who founded the perfume
company Silage by Kay, is
another student entrepre-
neur making a difference.
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Liema Manesi’s perfume products price
list, Silage by Kay.

Photo: Liema Manesi

Manesi claimed that her
ambition to develop a positive
personal brand served as the
inspiration for her company.
“lwanted people to know me,
and | understood that sell-
ing perfumes could help me
develop that persona,” she
stated.

Although the firm has helped
her make money, it has also



tested her fortitude and inter-
personal abilities.

Manesi clarified, “Face-to-
face marketing can be tough
since you never know how
people would respond.”

She adheres to a set sched-
ule and seizes opportuni-
ties in between classes to
manage her studies and
business. “l keep a small bag
of perfumes with me so that |
can continue selling between
sessions,” she stated.
Additionally, entrepre-
neurship has given her the
opportunity to establish con-
nections with instructors and
students.

Another increasingly popu-
lar entrepreneurial endeavor
among students is photog-
raphy. Third-year Computer
Science and Electronics
student Tshireletso Mas-
wanganyi turned his love of
photography into a success-
ful service company.

PHOTOGRAPHY

The logo of Tshireletso Maswanganyi’s
photography business.

When | got my first DSLR
camera in high school, |
became interested in pho-
tography. The capacity to
record situations and convey
narratives through pictures
captivated me, Maswanganyi
remarked.

He started providing photog-
raphy services for events,
portraits, and student proj-
ects as soon as he got to
campus.

“It started out as a side gig
to get experience, but it pro-
gressively developed into a
more structured service,” he
said.

Maswanganyi mostly uses
social media sites like Face-
book, Instagram, and TikTok
to market his work, and he
attributes his clientele’s
growth to word-of-mouth
referrals.

Photographing a Standard
Bank-sponsored event was
one of his proudest memo-
ries. “It had a huge role in my
progress as a photographer,”
he said.

Annual candlelight memorial
brings hope, remembrance and

By Samukelo Ntuli

Candle lights surrounding the HIV symbol
Photo: Otsile Madue

Onthe 14th of May, the North-
West University Mahikeng
Campus hosted the annual
candlelight service which
is an event that takes place
every year. Students, staff,
and members of the univer-
sity community gathered at
the Mahikeng campus main
gate parking. The purpose of
the event was to remember
those who have lost their lives
to HIV, honour those living
with the virus, and support
everyone affected by it.

Organised by Student Coun-
selling and Development
(SCD), the memorial cre-
ated a space for reflection,
unity, and awareness. As the
sun set and candles illumi-
nated the evening, attendees
came together in solidarity
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solidarity

with individuals and families
impacted by HIV.

One of the keynote speakers,
Onelihle Makedama, Coun-
sellor, Student Counselling
and Development Centre,
Mahikeng Campus, spoke
about the purpose and sig-
nificance of the event. She
reminded attendees that an
HIV diagnosis is not the end
of a person’s life and encour-
aged those living with HIV not
to feel different or discrimi-
nated against.

“People living with HIV are
stronger than they know,” she
emphasised. She also paid
tribute to those who lost their
lives to the disease, describ-
ing them as brave individuals
who fought hard until the end.
“Their courage,” she said,

One of the keynote speakers, Onelihle Makedama, Counsellor, Student Counselling
and Development Centre, Mahikeng Campus,
Photo: Kgaogelo Meso

Page 3

“should always be remem-
bered and honoured.”
Another speaker, Lerato
Wana, Acting Director, Stu-
dent Life, Mahikeng Campus,
expressed her appreciation
for being given the opportu-
nity to participate in the can-
dle-lighting ceremony. She
described the experience as
special and praised the SCD
staff for organising such an
important and meaningful
event for the university com-
munity.

The programme also fea-
tured a moving testimony
from a representative of the
university’s Queer Space.
The speaker, a transgender
woman, shared her personal
journey and experiences of
being affected by HIV. During

her address, she revealed
that she had received the
heartbreaking news earlier
that day that a friend living
with HIV had passed away.
Despite her loss, she encour-
aged everyone living with HIV
to remain committed to their
treatment and never feel dis-
couraged from taking their
medication.

For many attendees, the high-
light of the evening was the
candle-lighting itself. Each
candle symbolised remem-
brance, hope, and resilience.
Watching participants light
candles in honour of those
who had passed away after
battling HIV, while also cele-
brating those who continue
to live positively with the virus,
created an emotional and
powerful atmosphere.
Reflecting on the event,
one attendee described the
experience of helping to set
up the venue and being part
of the memorial as particu-
larly memorable. Being able
to witness the unity of the
community and learn more
about the significance of the
Candlelight Memorial made
the evening both meaningful

and inspiring.
The Annual Candlelight
Memorial served as a

reminder that HIV continues
to affect many lives, but it also
highlighted the importance of
compassion, support, aware-
ness, and hope. Through
remembrance and solidar-
ity, the NWU community
reaffirmed its commitment
to standing with all those

NWU Mahikeng gives
prospective students a
glimpse into their
future at Open Day

By Keaoleboga Motshabi

North-West University’s
Mahikeng campus opened
the gates for its annual Open
Day. The usual campus bustle
of students scurrying to the
lecturer rooms replaced by
prospective students filled
with hope to be part of the
university’s intake for the
upcoming year.

On 23 May 2026, NWU
Mahikeng held its annual
Open Day, welcoming hun-

dreds of Grades 11 and 12
learners from across the
region. For many of the learn-
ers who attended, the day
was more than an informa-
tion session, it was their first
time setting foot on university
campus.

The transition from dreaming
about a future to being able
to picture it and feeling like
it's about to turn into reality
is what Open Day means for



high school learners. It was
that same sense of belong-
ing that drew Kgaogelo Meso
to the campus on Open Day
in 2012. Meso graduated at
NWU Mahikeng Campus in
2017 with BSc in Animal Sci-
ences.

“What stood out most was
the welcoming atmosphere
and the opportunity to inter-
act with lecturers and cur-
rent students,” he recalled.
“Seeing the facilities first-
hand, especially those
related to agriculture and
animal science, gave me
confidence that NWU was
the right place to pursue my
academic goals.

The sense of community
and the passion shown by
staff members left a lasting
impressiononme.”

What followed was four years
that he describes as the most
challenging journey of his life.
“There were moments when
balancing research, stud-
ies, and personal responsi-
bilities was challenging,” he
said. “But | always reminded
myself why | started.

Every obstacle became an
opportunity to learn, grow,
and become more resilient.”
However, what kept him
going was a combination of
purpose and support.

“My long-term goals, faith,
family support and passion
for animal science kept me
motivated during difficult
times,” he said. That perse-
verance led to graduating
with BSc in Animal Sciences
in 2017.

The story did not end there.

Meso has completed doc-
toral studies in Animal Sci-
ence and is currently awaiting
results. He is currently
employed at NWU Mahikeng
as a Principal Technician
in the Animal Science pro-
gramme.

From a learner who walked
through the university gates
not knowing what to expect,
to a researcher and educa-
tor shaping the next genera-
tion of scientists at the same
institution. Meso’s journey
is testament to what NWU
Mahikeng Open Day can
make possible.

NWU Mahikeng's Open Day
runs annually. Applications
for the 2026 academic year
opened on 1 June 2026.
More information is available
atwww.nwu.ac.za.

From Soweto to campus: NWU Mahikeng
Campus Drama Society brings the spirit
of June 16 back to life

By Omphile Matlhabegwane
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The performance highlighted the changes that have taken place within educational conflicts.

Photo: Katlego Moeng

More than 50 years after the
Soweto uprising, students
at the North-West University
(NWU) Mahikeng campus
are using performance art to
preserve the memory of June
16. The NWU Drama Society
staged a Youth Month pro-
duction on 15 May 2026,
ahead of Youth Day, using
theatre, poetry, and story-
telling to mark the June 16
commemoration. The perfor-
mance drew links between
the 1976 student uprising,
and the financial and sys-
temic barriers students face
in higher education today.

The performance formed
part of Youth Month activities
on campus and aimed to con-

nect the historical struggle
for equal education with chal-
lenges students currently
facein higher educat

Photo: Katlego Moeng

“The main goal, firstly, was
to showcase the talents that
students of this institution
possess, and, secondly, we
wanted to pass a message
that can enable students
today to remember the rea-

sons why the youth of 1976
fought for equal education.”
said Katlego Moeng, the
NWU Drama Society chair-
person.

The Chairperson noted that
despite the changes in South
African politics since the era
of apartheid, students are still
denied access due to finan-
cial constraints and unfair
treatment in education.

“The message clearly shows
that even though the struggle
might be different, the fight
did not end in 1976. We must
still fight for our future as the
youth of 1976 saw that the
future matters.” Moeng said.
Lead performer Asange
Peter said taking on the role
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required personal reflection
on what students’ past and
present have faced.

“The fight did notendin 1976,
the performer said. “Even
though the struggle looks
different today, students still
face challenges in educa-
tion and opportunities. We
still need to fight for a better
future.” Asange Peter said

Photo credit: Katlego Moeng

Peter added that drama
allows audiences to con-
nect emotionally with his-
tory in ways that traditional
classroom discussions often
cannot achieve.

“People connect with stories
differently,” Peter explained.
“Drama gives the message
while entertaining people.
It makes them feel the pain,
frustration, and hope behind
the history.”

This was reiterated by the
chairperson, who holds that
performance art is still one
of the best means through
which social and political
issues can be conveyed to
youth.

“Performing art is a better
way of engaging people,
not only students but every-
one who needs to hear
the message. Sometimes
people cannot process large
amounts of informationinlec-
ture halls, but drama presents
the message in a language
people understand.” Moeng
said.

The performance highlighted
the changes that have taken
place within educational con-
flicts. Whereas the Soweto
uprising of 1976 was largely
characterized by protest
the use of Afrikaans as an
instructional language and
educational systems within
apartheid South Africa,
today’s conflicts may be more
cantered on the issue of eco-
nomic exclusion.

“The finances were never an
issue that brought the youth
of 1976 to the streets, and
now language is not the issue
that makes us get involved in
movements,” the chairperson

explained. “The enemy is one,
the system.”

The students who watched
the play claimed that the
show gave them a greater
connection between past
suffering and current issues
that they face, through emo-
tional experience.

“Being reminded of the his-
tory of June 16 made me

realize that student issues
still remain despite taking on
a different form,”. Busisiwe
Malindisa said

Another student said the
event encouraged reflection
on the responsibility young
people have in shaping the
future of education in South
Africa.

‘It reminded me that the
youth of 1976 fought for
opportunities that we bene-
fit from today,” Rearabetswe
Mazibuko said

Photo: Katlego Moeng

In addition to the June 16 per-
formance, the NWU Drama
Society plans to carry on
offering the chance for stu-
dents to creatively express
themselves, while at the
same time addressing social
problems that young adults
are faced with today. The
society is made up of stu-
dents who come from various
faculties, thus making their
performance more diverse.
The play acted as a tribute,
yet it was a reminder that
education still carries great
importance concerning dig-
nity and social justice. The
NWU Drama Society turned
historical events of June 16
into discussion by means of
performing arts. Not only did
it help them recall the past but
also think about their future
society.



Vibrancy in NWU Mahikeng Campusisnot
just seen, itisfelt

By Ayanda Nkabinde
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Diverse cultural societies of the NWU Mahikeng campus during a cultural event hosted by Student Life.

Photo: Ayanda Nkabinde

Adjusting to university life can
be quite hard for many first-
year students at North-West
University. However, that
experience changes for those
who are accepted into student
societies. A sense of belong-
ing begins to emerge from
what starts out as adoubt.

The NWU Student Life

Department, which works
behind the scenes to support
48 affiliated societies and
boosts student participation
throughout the Mahikeng
campus, is at the heart of this
change.

ISA at Mahikeng campus.
Photo: ISA

NWU student societies are
known for being the heart
of the university and unit-
ing students through shared
interests, ranging from aca-

demic to religious societies.
These societies do not, how-
ever, function independently.
Student Life gives societies
the framework they need to
operate by offering support
through leadership training,
event planning, and adminis-
trative guidance.

“Student Life helps us make
our societies visible, because
it hosts events that include us
all the time” explained Bon-
gile Nonyukela (Queen B) a
Cultural and Entertainment
Officer from the AmaXhosa

Student Association (ASA),

“Without it we would not even
exist because they even give
us budget to host everything
we want”.

“Without it we would not even
exist because they even give
us budget to host everything
we want”.

Through this partnership
societies can establish
spaces where students feel
supported and connected.
Many students, including
international students, turn
these spaces into communi-
ties rather than just gathering
spaces.

“When [ first arrived here | did
not know anyone, however,
| saw the International Stu-
dents through a SCC meet
and greet event on campus”
says Katrina Shinigavamwe a
first year student in the NWU
“l engaged with the SCC Inter-
national Student’s Officer and
she made me join the Interna-
tional Students Association
(ISA), which now feels like
home and today | am proud to
say | am part of the executive
committee”

Students who participate in
these societies frequently dis-
cuss the concept of a “home
away from home.” Particularly
cultural societies which help
students stay true to them-
selves.

Academic and social societ-
ies also contribute by foster-
ing settings where students
cooperate, share experiences
and encourage each other.
“Beyond just the social con-
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nections, we as the Student
Life Department also provide
societies with leadership
development.” Said Kabelo
the Student Life Senior
Administrator, “Substructures
are given opportunities to
develop skills through induc-

Ayanda Nkabinde at the Student Life Offices.
Photo: Ayanda Nkabinde

tions done by each member
of the SCC.”

These experiences help
students get ready for their
employment and grow even
outside of the campus. “You
learn responsibility quickly
when you run a society” said
Bongani Ntando from the
Young Builders Movement,
a political society, “you even
learn the institutional policies
that usually guide us political
societies in advocating for

students.”

It is impossible to ignore the
significant role that Student
Life plays in making all this
possible. The department
contributes to maintaining the
conditions where students
can flourish by making sure

societies have the necessary
tools and resources they
require.

The importance of societies
and the assistance they bring
is becoming increasingly
clear as discussions about
student inclusivity, diver-
sity and well-being continue
to expand. The vibrancy in
Mahikeng Campus is not just
seen, it is felt, and all this is
possible through the Student
Life Department.



Victory, vision, and opportunity:
NWU Eagles target prolessional
status

By Lethabo Matjiu

NWU Eagles celebrating the ABC Motsepe Triumph Photo by NWU S| Media Team

Since it was introducedin the
ABC Motsepe League, the
NWU Soccer Institute has
shown its immense compet-
itive energy by winning the
North West stream title in the
2021/22 season and becom-
ing the current 2025/26
champions. The North West
ABC Motsepe League 2x
champions have once again
claimed a spot in the National
playoffs which gives them a
chance to earn professional

football status in the Motsepe
Foundation Championship
(formerly known as National
First Division).

Despite falling short in the
2022/23 season’s decider
against Orbit College Foot-
ball Club and coming out at
no. 4 in the 2023/24 season,
the NWU Eagles continued to
perform with more courage
and resilience as they earn a
place in the National playoffs
again following a 1-0 victory

against Army Rockets in this
year’s championship decider.
Being promoted to Motsepe
Foundation Championship
would be the biggest mile-
stone that the team has ever
achieved since its establish-
ment, making them the third
North West-based football
team to join the league after
Orbit College FC’s promotion
in 2023 as well as Lerumo
Lions FCin2025.

According to the News@

NWU Thursday’s report,
Nkululeko Malgas, the team’s
head coach, expressed that
the university community
deserves the professional
status and this would also be
a “life-changing opportunity
for the players as they will get
much better incentives while
their market value increases”.
The team’s manager, Vuyo
Sambo said that winning this
year's tittle and getting pro-
moted to Motsepe Founda-

tion Championshipis not only
important to the team but the
North-West University pop-
ulace and the province as a
whole.

“We cannot wear any cham-
pionship crown alone, the
throne is not only for us but
for the community as well,
their support deserves
to be acknowledged and
well appreciated.” Sambo
expressed.

A promotion to South Afri-
ca’s second top-tier league
may call on quite a number
of sponsorship deals for the
team.

“One of the benefits that we
could anticipate from being
promoted is the sponsor-
ship deals from some of the
well-recognized brands,”
said Sambo. “This would
not only benefit the Soccer
Institute, but the sponsorship
events could also bring more
vibrancy for the university
community” he added.

The promotion could also be
a great opportunity for stu-
dents in the Faculty of Health
Sciences and perhaps other
faculties.

Hence, students in the field
of sports and coaching sci-
ences may be provided with
an opportunity to practice
their skills since the team
might need more assistance
in the technical squad.
Lindani Nkabinde, the team’s

n 1976, South Africa’s

youth marched against

an oppressive system,
demanding freedom and dig-
nity. Fifty years later, today’s
youth are fighting a different
struggle. One of unemploy-
ment, inequality, and the
search for opportunity.
As we step into Youth Month,

we asked university students
around the country how they
view youth entrepreneurship.
Is it the new weapon in this
generation’s fight? Can start-
ing businesses, innovating,
and creating jobs become the
path to freedom?

HERE'S
WHAT THEY
HAD TO SAY:

Mufunwa Munzhelele,
Honours in International
Relations at NWU

Today’s struggle isn’t bul-
lets and pass laws it's data
costs, funding rejection, and
high unemployment rates.
So, entrepreneurship is not
always a “passion choice.”
For many, it’s survival. I'm
forced to get into entre-
preneurship as a means to
accumulate income, and
developing a sustainable
business is more difficult,
especially looking at the cur-
rent state of the South Afri-

can economy.
Socials: 1G: @mufunwaoffi-
cial FB: @Mufunwa M X: @
mufunwai3

Shareen Shongwe, BSc
Honours in Medical
Microbiology at UP and
NWU alumni

As a young Medical Microbi-
ology graduate, | see youth
entrepreneurship as both a
necessity and an opportu-
nity in today’s society. While
1976’s youth fought for polit-
ical freedom, today’s gener-
ation battles unemployment
and limited opportunities
despite being skilled.
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For many, entrepreneurship
has become a path of sur-
vival, innovation and self-de-
termination. But it needs
real support like mentorship,
funding, and skills develop-
ment to be sustainable.

Tinyiko Phaho, Master of
Agriculture at CUT

As young people, many of us
have realized that we cannot
rely solely on the job market,
so we create opportunities
for ourselves through entre-
preneurship. As a student,

| sell work suits to students
preparing for Work-inte-
grated Learning (WiL), | braid
hair, and | also bake and sell
treats to earn an income.
These small businesses not
only help me financially but
have also taught me valuable
skills such as discipline, cus-
tomer service, and financial
management. While entre-
preneurship offers many
opportunities, young people
still face challenges such as
limited access to funding,
resources, and support. |
believe that if more support is
provided to young entrepre-
neurs, many young people
will be able to turn their side
hustles into sustainable busi-
nesses that create jobs and
contribute to the country’s
economy.

Socials: TikTok: @true_06



Michell Losie, Master’s
in Medical Physiology at
Stellenbosch University

and NWU alumni

| believe youth entrepre-
neurship is one of the most
powerful tools for address-
ing unemployment and cre-
ating opportunities for young
people. Unlike the youth of
1976, who fought for politi-
cal freedom and equal edu-
cation, today’s youth face
challenges such as unem-
ployment, limited access
to funding, and economic
inequality. Entrepreneur-
ship allows young people to
become job creators rather
than job seekers, while also
contributing to economic
growth in their communi-
ties. | am inspired by young
entrepreneurs who use
innovation, social media, and
technology to build success-
ful businesses despite these
challenges. As a student, |
see entrepreneurship as an
important skill that encour-
ages creativity, problem
solving, leadership, and resil-
ience. | believe more support,
mentorship, and access to
resources should be pro-
vided to young entrepreneurs
so that they can turn their
ideas into sustainable busi-
nesses and help drive South
Africa’s future development.

Tshegofatso Malema,
Diploma in Accounting
Science at UNISA

My current struggle right
now is definitely unemploy-
ment; the job market is not
nice especially when you just
have a diploma and | have
to fund my studies(further
studies) advanced diploma.

Then another problem com-
panies take advantage of
the unemployment rate and
exploit graduates or the
youth, paying R3500 is hor-
rible as a graduate is horrible.
Or expecting people to have
experience on graduates’
program. All this pushing me
togetinto

Paballo Mokgesi, BSc in
Computer Science and
Mathematics at NWU

Youth entrepreneurship
Is one of the most power-
ful tools available to this
generation. With access to
information, online learning,
and digital platforms, young
people can build businesses
from their bedrooms. But
while barriers to entry are
lower than before, not every-
one starts with the same
position. Privilege shapes
opportunities. Some have
access to capital, mentors,
and networks, while others
struggle with basic needs
like food, internet connectiv-
ity and registration fees. For
disadvantaged youth, entre-
preneurship is often about
survival as much as innova-
tion.

The contrast with 1976 is
clear: then, the fight was
political and systemic and
today, the struggle is eco-
nomic; against unemploy-
ment, inequality, and rising
costs. Success stories show
persistence matters, but
effort alone isn't enough.
Resources and support play
ahuge role. That Is why youth
entrepreneurship must be
encouraged aggressively,
with financial literacy, men-
torship, and real platforms for
growth, It won't make every-
one a millionaire, but it gives
young people the power to
create opportunities instead
of waiting for them. Whether
to walk through, build new
ones, or break down the walls

that remain.
Socials: IG: call_him_frosty X:
@pablo28265865

Lekgalake Gift
Makanatleng, BSc
Computer Science and
Mathematics at NWU

Youth entrepreneurship is
a powerful way for young
people to create opportu-
nities for themselves and
others. While the youth of
1976 fought for equal rights
and access to education,
today’s youth face chal-
lenges such as unemploy-
ment and limited access to
funding. Entrepreneurship
empowers young people
to solve problems, create
jobs, and drive innovation.
As a student entrepreneur, |
believe young people should
be encouraged to use their
skills and technology to build
businesses that make a posi-
tive impact in their communi-
ties. Youth Month reminds us
that every generation has its
own challenges, and entre-
preneurship is one way our
generation can create mean-
ingful change.

Socials: LinkedIn:
www.linkedin.com/in/
makanatleng-gift

TikTok: @student.hub.mar-
keting

Bathabile Monathi, BSc
Honours in Microbiology
at UP and NWU alumni

Youth entrepreneurship
seems to be one of the few
ways to make a living in a
country where unemploy-
ment continues to rise. In
a nation where even quali-
fied doctors struggle to find

Page 7

employment, | would choose
entrepreneurship over
higher education as the more
practical path to economic
independence. | wish our
government placed greater
emphasis on entrepreneur-
ship by adapting the high
school curriculum and invest-
ing more in vocational and
practical skills. From an early
age, our education system
is largely academic, despite
the reality that academic
achievement alone is no
longer aguaranteed pathway
to success. We are realizing
in SA Ewducation is not really
the key to success and it is
up to us to find the new keys.
Entrepreneurship appears to
be one of those keys, a pow-
erful solution that can create
opportunities, foster self-re-
liance, and empower young
people to shape their own
futures.

Tshepang Lebusa,
Honours in International
Relations at WITS and
NWU alumni

To me, my understanding
of youth entrepreneurship
means taking control of your
own destiny, spotting an
opportunity where others see
a dead end, and having the
courage to build something
out of nothing. As someone
who is always actively seek-
ing ways to make money and
aggressively pursuing them, |
believe youth entrepreneur-
ship is the ultimate vehicle for
independence, self-reliance,
and breaking out of the cycle
of waiting for opportunities to
be handed to you. It's about
pure drive, late nights, and
the relentless willingness to
hustle. However, for black
South African youth, the bar-
rier isn't a lack of innovation
or hustle; it is that they are
forced to compete inaformal
economy that requires capi-
tal to build capital, essentially
locking out the very people
who need economic mobility
the most.

Zenande Bam, BSc in
Applied Mathematics and
Chemistry at NWU

In 1976 the youth fought for
better education and equality
which is now there today but
unfortunately today’s youth
has its own struggles which
includes unemployment after
accessing education, we
have a lot of graduates that
are at home struggling to get
jobs and sadly it keeps get-
ting worse but entrepreneur-
ship becomes a strong tool to
fight that back but it also has
its own challenges especially
when you are a young person
because you will struggle
with funding to startup your
idea and not having experi-
ence also adds on that but
entrepreneurship is a great
tool as it helps create jobs
,opens opportunities to the
youth to learn more about the
business sector and develop
skills the government should
help in supporting the youth
with funding their ideas as it
helps grow an idea that does
not only help one but helps a
nation as well.

Socials: https://www.
linkedin.com/in/zenande-
bam-964318262

IG: nandebamm TikTok: nan-
debamm

Ontlametse
Karel, Bachelor of
Arts(general) at WITS

The Youth of 1976 had their
struggle marked with weap-
ons. Today the struggle is
exclusion, being defunded
mid-year and the looming
anxiety of where your next
meal will come from. The
struggle included being
around thousands of stu-
dents daily but feeling like
you don'’t belong based on
your background. Entrepre-



neurship moves from being
a dream to being survival.
Having small business-like
selling sweets or even sneak-
ers empower students to plan
ahead and take charge of their
situations.

Asanda Buthelezi, BA in

Communication at NWU

- ||
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#MYNWU
It all starts here @

In my opinion the job market
is not working as it should
be. We see people who just
graduated having tough time
finding jobs. For lot of stu-
dents starting their business
is not something they want to
do it is something they have
to do so that they would be
able to survive. When we think
about youth month and all the
people who fought for the
right to have a job it is funny
that we are being told that we
have to make our own jobs.
The job market is broken, and
that is why students are turn-
ing to entrepreneurship.
Socials: IG: mashenge_45

Lethu Phakathi, MSc in
Chemistry at NWU

Wil

While the youth of 1976 fought
for quality education and free-
dom, well today’s youth are
fighting for economic oppor-
tunities and financial indepen-
dence. Entrepreneurship has
become an important tool for
young people to create jobs
for themselves and othersina
challenging economy. Despite
obstacles such as limited
funding and high unemploy-
ment, youth entrepreneurship
gives us hope, innovation and
a pathway to a better future.

Orah Rikhotso,
Master of Medicine
(Microbiology) at Sefako
Makgatho Health
Sciences University

Today’s struggle isn’t just
data costs and funding rejec-
tion. With March to March,
pass laws might be our reality
again. That's the fear people
don't talk about enough. For
me entrepreneurship isn’t
a passion choice, it's sur-
vival. I'm educated, | have a
degree, but | have no job. So
I'm forced into starting some-
thing for myself.

But with what capital? Banks
don't trust us without collat-
eral, and jobs want experi-
ence while I'm fresh out of
school. Then everyone says,
‘just do content, build a brand
online’. But | don't have that
personality. 'm not loud, I'm
not an influencer. My strug-
gle is this: no job to pay the
bills, no money to start, and
no voice to market it. So I'm
stuck in the middle. Educated
enough to know the systemis
broken, but with no real way
in. So where does someone
like me fitin this economy?

Glad Mokgaga, Bachelors
Arts in Humanities with
English at NWU

Youth entrepreneurship
today is more of a full-time
expedition than a side hustle
comparing to previous years,
where the struggle would be
of the paper work that would
be required and most of the
time capital to take part in
the world of entrepreneur-
ship. However, in the now
than the then the youth has

become more creative also
with excess to Al which helps
build million rands enterprise
when used correctly and dif-
ferent funding opportunities
when one has already been
grinding. Though only one
challenge most face, and that
is the sense of urgency to exe-
cute compared to the youth of
1976.

Socials: FB: Glad Mokgaga
TikTok: @moboymoka

IG: @gladmokgaga_

Boipelo Segano,
Bachelor of
Administration
and Organisation
Psychology at NWU

| believe youth entrepre-
neurship is very import-
ant because it helps young
people create opportunities
for themselves instead of
only relying on finding jobs.
Many young people today
face challenges such as
unemployment, lack of work
experience, and financial dif-
ficulties. Entrepreneurship
allows them to use their skills,
creativity, and talents to start
businesses and generate
income. Unlike the youth of
1976, who fought for political
freedom and equal educa-
tion, today’s youth are fighting
economic challenges. Entre-
preneurship gives young
people a chance to become
independent, create jobs
for others, and contribute to
the growth of the economy. |
think more support should be
given to young entrepreneurs
through funding, mentorship,
and training so that they can
turn their ideas into success-
ful businesses and help build a
better future for South Africa.
Socials: TikTok @boipelo.sa/
BOIPELOSEGANO IG: @
novl5 sa

FB: @BOIPELO SEGANO
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The Relax Zone

Test your cognitive skills: Can you read this?

The Original Cambridge Classic

“Aoccdrnig to arscheearch at Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it dseno’t
mtaetr in waht oerdr the ltteres in a wrod are, the olny iproamt-
nt tihng is taht the frsit and Isat Itteer be in the rghit pclae.
The rset can be a toatl mses and you can still raed it wouthit
a porblem. Tihs is bcduseae the huamn mnid deos not raed
ervey lteter by istlef, but the wrod as a wlohe.”
Typoglycemiais the cognitive phenomenon where your brain
decodes and reads jumbled words, provided the first and last
letters remain in their correct positions. This works because
your mind recognizes whole word patterns rather than pro-
cessing letter-by-letter, leaning on context and sentence scaf-
folding to fill in the gaps.

Some of the most famous examples and variations of this phe-
nomenon demonstrate just how flexible the human brain can
be.
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Motivation

Whether you are still busy or are finished with your
mid-year exams, remember to stay the course. We
have hit the middle of the year but still have six
months to go. Stay the course. You have made it this
far and have had many experiences, ups and downs,
successes and failures and yet here you are still
standing. Stay focused, do not give up. It is up to you
to stay the cowurse and finish what you have started.
Stay determined, focused and keep your eyes on the
prize. You've got this. Pressa! Pusha! Phumelela!

Yours sincerely
Onica Dhlamini - Editor

The editorial team
A special thank you to the following Journalism students for their

contribution in writing the articles:

Reabetswe Selebalo Lethabo Matjiu
Ayanda Nkabinde

Editor — Onica Dhlamini

Yasmin Leepo
Karabo Moalusi

Omphile Matlhabegwa Creative Director - Othusitse Maunatlala

Keaoleboga Motshabi Senior Layout Designer - Letukile Galefose

Samukelo Ntuli Junior Layout Designer - Biggie Mathobela

We value your writing contribution!

Want your story to be included on the next edition? Email
us a well written story, poem, thought-leadership piece or
information about an upcoming-event. You could be on our
next one. Email: thealbumnwu@gmail.com

Take advantage of our affordable advertising rates today!
Are you a business owner based in Mahikeng or operating
online and are looking to increase your customer base? Your
offering could be the right fit for our diverse and dynamic
audience. Advertise on The Album at affordable rates. Email
us on thealbumnwu@gmail.com



