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Prof Anne Grobler and the
Journey of Pheroid®

As part of the Technology Transfer and Innovation is rarely a straight line from

Innovation Support (TTIS) Women in Innovation laboratory bench to marketplace. It is a journey

feature series, we are celebrating eight
remarkable women whose ideas, research and
determination are helping to transform
knowledge into innovation and real-world
impact.

In our second feature, we spotlight Prof Anne
Grobler, a South African scientist, inventor
and entrepreneur whose innovation journey
demonstrates what is possible when scientific
research is taken beyond the laboratory and
deliberately progressed towards commercial
application.

s

that requires not only scientific insight, but also
the institutional backing, funding, and strategic
support needed to carry an idea from discovery
to impact.




A Foundation Built on
Scientific Excellence

Prof Grobler's academic credentials reflect a
career built on rigorous scientific training. She
holds a PhD in Pharmaceutics from North-West
University, an MSc in Medical Biochemistry from
Stellenbosch University, and an Honours degree
in Biochemistry from North-West University.
These South African institutions has shaped her
into one of the country's most accomplished
pharmaceutical scientists.

It was this foundation that led her into research
that would ultimately change how active
ingredients are delivered across multiple
industries.
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From Research to
Pheroid®

What began as scientific inquiry into drug
delivery evolved into Pheroid®, a South
African-developed delivery technology now
recognised for its applications across
pharmaceutical, agricultural, complementary
medicine, and cosmetic products.

At its core, Pheroid® is a micro- and nano-
based delivery system designed to improve the
delivery and bioavailability of active ingredients
and enhances how effectively compounds are
absorbed and utilised across a wide range of
applications.

Prof Grobler is named as the sole inventor on
multiple Pheroid®-related patent families, with
patents granted in several countries, protecting
the technology's use across both
pharmaceutical and agricultural delivery
applications.



Support That Made the
Journey Possible

Behind every successful innovation lies a
network of support, and Prof Grobler's journey
with Pheroid® is no exception. The
technology's development has been backed by
North-West University, the Department of
Science and Technology, and the Technology
Innovation Agency (TIA). This support helped
move Pheroid® from research and
development to IP protection and
commercialisation.

This kind of structured support is essential for
innovators, particularly women in STEM fields,
who often face additional barriers in
translating research into commercially viable,
protected technologies. TTIS-supported
ventures like this one demonstrate how public
investment in innovation can create lasting
platforms for scientists to build upon.

Beyond Invention: The
Commercialisation
Journey

Prof Grobler's story does not end with invention
and patent protection. It extends into the world
of entrepreneurship and commercialisation.
Through her company, Sheckels, she has played
an active role in taking Pheroid® technology to
market.

A defining milestone in this journey was the
licensing agreement between North-West
University and Sheckels, which provided a
formal pathway for the university-owned
intellectual property to be further developed
and commercially applied. Notably, the
agreement included the transfer of Pheroid®
technology for use on plants, opening new
opportunities to translate protected research
into practical, market-ready agricultural

applications.




A Model for Women in
Innovation

Prof Grobler's journey illustrates a powerful truth:
women innovators can play an active role that
extends well beyond the moment of invention.
Her path shows how protected intellectual

property can be transformed into commercial Innovati()n DOGS NOt

partnerships, real-world applications, and lasting

el Expire with a Patent

Women can participate meaningfully at every

stage of the innovation lifecycle, from research As the patents protecting the Pheroid®

and development, through IP protection, to technology approach the end of their patent

licensing, entrepreneurship, and the terms, the innovation journey does not have

establishment of ventures that carry to end with the expiry of the patents. The

technologies to market. body of knowledge, research, expertise and
know-how developed through years of

Whether through industry partnerships, licensing advancing the technology remains a valuable

arrangements, or founding their own companies, foundation for further research, new

women scientists are proving that innovation applications and the development of future

leadership is not confined to the laboratory. products and technologies.

Prof Anne Grobler's story stands as an inspiring

example for the next generation of women in The expiry of patent protection therefore

science and innovation. It serves as a reminder need not represent the end of an innovation

that with the right support, ideas born in journey; it can provide an opportunity to build

research can grow into technologies that shape on what has been learned, explore new

entire industries. possibilities and take the next generation of

ideas forward.
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TTIS celebrates Prof Anne Grobler’s
contribution to innovation and the lasting
impact of her work. We appreciate her
dedication to advancing Pheroid® and wish
her every success as she continues to explore
new possibilities and take her innovation
journey forward.
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