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NWU Arts 

NWU Gallery Open Call for Exhibition Proposals (2027 – 2030) 

Closing Date: 2 October 2026 

Submit Applications To: gallery@nwu.ac.za 

 

Brief 

The NWU Gallery invites artists and creative practitioners to submit exhibition proposals for exhibitions for the 
2027-2030 programme. We seek projects that challenge, inspire, and foster meaningful connections. 

As one of the North West University’s leading cultural and intellectual platforms, the NWU Gallery has a 
distinguished history of fostering artistic excellence, critical inquiry and meaningful public engagement. 
Through its diverse programme of exhibitions, educational initiatives, workshops, public events, research 
projects, residencies and community collaborations, the gallery provides a dynamic space where art becomes 
a catalyst for dialogue, discovery and transformation. 

As the university’s creative haven, the NWU Gallery nurtures curiosity and interconnectivity, embracing art as 
a vehicle for learning, self-discovery and social engagement. Our mission is to inspire, educate, provide a 
platform for artistic voices, support research and unlock human potential through creative expression. As an 
academic gallery, we believe that encounters with art contribute to the development of empathetic, critically 
engaged and well-rounded citizens who can become agents of positive change within their communities and 
beyond. 

Our programmes serve students, staff, alumni, local communities, and the broader public, reinforcing the 
gallery’s role as a space where creativity, knowledge production and cultural interchange intersect. 

This open call welcomes exhibition proposals that resonate with the gallery’s commitment to innovation, 
relevance, and public engagement. We encourage projects that address contemporary concerns, expand 
artistic discourse and invite participation. 

Proposals may be submitted for exhibition at the NWU Gallery, the NWU Botanical Garden Gallery, or for 
outdoor exhibition spaces. 

Who Can Apply? 

Applications are welcome from: 

- Solo artists and group exhibitions 

- Emerging, mid-career and established artists 

- Art historians, curators, arts professionals and collectors 

- Artist collectives, societies, and organizations 

Please note: The NWU Gallery will not pay curator or exhibition coordination fees. 
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Available spaces 

  

Location and General information 

The NWU Gallery and NWU Botanical Garden Gallery are located at the North West University, Potchefstroom 
Campus: 
11 Hoffman Street, Potchefstroom, 2531 
 
Gallery Hours: 
Monday to Friday: 9:30 – 16:00  
Closed on weekends and public holidays. 
 
Enquiries 
NWU Gallery and Botanical Gallery enquiries 
Tel: (018) 299 4341 
Email: gallery@nwu.ac.za 
 
Successful applicants will be required to enter into an exhibition agreement with the NWU Gallery before any 
resources are allocated to the exhibition.  
 
Artwork sales remain the responsibility of the artist/curator and the purchaser. The NWU Gallery will not facilitate 
transactions and does not charge commission on artworks sold. 
 
 
What is covered? 

The NWU Gallery will provide: 

- Exhibition venue at no cost  
- Basic security and cleaning for the exhibition opening event and throughout the 

exhibition, within the allocated exhibition budget 
- Joint marketing and promotion of the exhibition 
- Design of invitations and distribution of media release 

Please note: Permission for the use of artwork images in promotional and educational 

materials, in both print and electronical formats, is a condition of exhibition participation. 
- Coordination of educational programmes related to the exhibition, where applicable 
- Costs associated with the installation and opening of the exhibition. Installation 

requirements and materials must be agreed upon by both parties 
- Insurance of the artworks while on display, in accordance with the university’s 

insurance policy 

The exhibitor is responsible for: 

- Ensuring that all artworks are ready for installation 
- Arranging and covering all transport and logistics costs to and from the NWU Gallery 
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- Insuring artworks while in transit and arranging any additional insurance required 
during the exhibition period, if required 

- Providing the NWU Gallery with a press release and high-resolution images at least 
four weeks prior to the exhibition opening 

- Covering any costs related to additional security or cleaning requirements 
- Assisting with the marketing and promotion of the exhibition 
- Presenting a free public walkabout, artist talk, or workshop related to the exhibition 

 
Notes on Applying 

Applicants must submit the following: 

- A complete NWU Gallery – Exhibition Application Form 

- An artist CV, profile/biography (may be submitted as separate documents). Please ensure 

all previous exhibitions, residencies, and awards are clearly listed 

- An exhibition proposal (max. three pages), which may be submitted separately and must 

contain all relevant project information 

- High-quality images of artworks to be exhibited. File names must correspond with the 

artwork details provided 

Important: Proposals for new work that has not been created are welcome. A clear 

description of the proposed work and development plan must be included. 

Submission Requirements: 
- Do not submit files via time-sensitive file-sharing platforms 
- Accepted formats: Word, PDF, JPG and PowerPoint only 
- Applications must be to gallery@nwu.ac.za 
- Use the subject line: “NWU Gallery Exhibition Open Call Application” 
- All enquiries should be directed to gallery@nwu.ac.za 
- Submissions will be reviewed by a selection panel, and all decisions are final 
- Applications close on 2 October 2026 
- Late or incomplete applications will not be considered 

 
We look forward to receiving innovative and engaging proposals that contribute to contemporary artistic discourse 
and foster meaningful engagement within the university and broader community. 
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